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Hi there, Ladies & Gents! This month I want to talk 
about the elephant in the room – does it really cost a lot 

of money to look good?

S
eriously… I am going to have to 

say no.

Look, I’m sure we have all 

been there right? Although I am 

trained to shop with purpose, 

I must admit almost every 

time I visit a Westfield, I end up purchasing 

something not so practical (but super cute!) 

and think to myself... ‘These designer pieces 

really are staples and I’m sure I will wear them 

forever!’ – Reality Check. This is not always 

the case!

So, this month I have been doing some 

research for our LUXE for LESS campaign. 

A Beauty and Fashion collab between my 

good friends at Settlement City and FOCUS 

Magazine.

And, guess what? A garment (or product) is 

truly what you make of it! And, double points 

if it suits your budget, makes you feel good 

and you’re looking great too.

Long gone are the days of wearing 

‘only designer’ pieces – a good sense of 

style will include a combo of something 

loved, something old, something new, and 

something cool.

I am a massive advocate of investing in 

‘quality items’ but, have we gone too far in 

purchasing expensive brands just because of 

their name?

On my recent visit to Settlement City, I was 

given a task, find 2 x lounge wear sets (huge 

right now thanks to COVID), 2 x activewear 

outfits (also huge in the fight to work off 

those

COVID kilos), and 

2 on-trend jackets, 

along with some stylish 

looks for the family for 

under a hundred bucks 

each.

My findings? Well, 

from a professional 

point of view 

and taking into 

consideration the 

styles, fabrics, fits, 

comfort and price – I 

was really impressed. 

Staples like black 

full-length tights not $109 – just $35, super 

comfortable stylish 3-piece loungewear 

for around $100, and a cozy jacket in this 

season’s hottest colour; cheap as chips!

It’s not a revelation to me; I have always 

believed that you can create an outfit that not 

only suits your budget and body shape, but 

also your personal style.

Over the years I have conducted over 

150 styling sessions, from wardrobes full of 

designer wear but the client has nothing to 

wear that makes them look and feel good, to 

wardrobes that haven’t been updated since 

the 90’s but we’ve managed to create over 15 

stylish new looks from what was available.

My one piece of advice, please don’t get 

caught up in what you don’t have or can’t 

afford. 

I learnt this at a very 

young age, growing up 

with little or no money 

for ‘nice’ or ‘new’ 

things.

If you have clothes in 

your cupboard and just 

a small budget – you 

can make it work, but 

more importantly - you 

can look good and feel beautiful!

One of the things I loved to see at 

Settlement City was the fact they still offer 

‘Lay Buy’ and some stores offer After Pay. 

This service gives you the opportunity to 

purchase a heap of new season clothes and 

pay them off in affordable increments that suit 

you budget – and I love that.

As a child of late-night shopping and 

growing up always on a budget I truly 

understand how much this offering can help 

you and for your family.

I always shop local where I can. It does not 

matter if you are visiting Settlement City or 

one of town’s locally owned boutiques, their 

service is absolutely second to none.

Until next time – Happy Shopping!

Vanessa Jane xxx
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